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Urbanization 2000-2018
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EU target: no net 

urbanization by 2050

Between 2000-2018, 

about 1.17 million 

hectares of land was 

converted into urban use. 

This is approximately 250 

football fields per day. 

8x as much land 

converted to urban than 

back



Sustainable urbanization?
Original function of land before urbanization
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Sustainable urbanization?





Adding a new home: densification or 

more sprawl (land take)? 



Interventions and 
spatial planning
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Cause/effect relationship (SUPER)
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Interventions and success factors
▪ fd
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Interventions
▪ Case studies (n=11) on the rationale, 

working and outcomes

▪ Need was identified in ecological 

terms, but the policy text tended to 

be broader (ES)

▪ Impact (contrapositive) was seen as 

significant and positive due to (1) 

change in mentality and (2) planning 

innovations like cooperation and 

strategy



Urbanization is a social construct

Land-use development  practices = 

Socioeconomic developments  X  Policy

…so the future is (partly) in our hands.



Scenarios for 2050
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Diffuse scenario

▪ Rationale

▪ Starting in 2020, a policy of urban diffusion was 
embarked upon to allow and encourage 

Europeans to enjoy the pleasures of countryside 

living. 

▪ Policy package

▪ Planning policies abolished; only Natura 2000 

areas remain

▪ Building along existing roadways in a piecemeal 

fashion



Polycentric scenario

▪ Rationale

▪ Starting in 2020, a policy of urban clustering was 
promoted throughout Europe to create human-

scale communities with good accessibility to cities 

and open green space.

▪ Policy package / model input

▪ 30% infill development objective

▪ Building in and around midsize towns, preferably 
near rail stations



Compact scenario

▪ Rationale

▪ Starting in 2020, a policy of urban containment 
was promoted throughout Europe to promote 

the vitality of cities, allow for high-quality public 

services and enhance sustainability. 

▪ Policy package

▪ 50% infill development objective

▪ Building encouraged in and around cities



Diffuse scenario



Polycentric scenario



Compact scenario



Urban growth Population density



Sustainability framework

▪Broad definition of sustainability

▪ People, Planet, Profit / Equity, Ecology, Economy

▪Three urbanization modes

▪ Compact, polycentric, diffuse

▪Method: literature review

▪ Inductive: seek indicators that link urbanization modes to sustainability dimensions

▪ Assessment: is there a positive or negative relationship? (- - to + +)



Conclusions

▪EU: united in diversity

▪ Large regional differences in state and developments

▪ The sustainability of urbanization is highly dependent on indicators

▪Policy matters

▪ Europe is a policy laboratory: everyone is dealing with urban development

▪ No failsafe solution, no correlation between policy type and level of success

▪ Success factors: cooperation, coordination and long-term perspective



// Thank you
David Evers, PBL/UvA (Netherlands)
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